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Wh en the pioneers sett l ed he re t he l and wa s covered with the choicest ti mber , 
which was cut, piled and bur ned, there being no sale for wood . The as he s were then gath
ere d and made into b l a ck s a lts, which, at one time, wa s t he only thing that sol d for cash. 

Wheat wa s then so wn among the stumps, a nd harrow e d with a ru d e ha rrow. When it 
was r i pe it was cut with a sickle, and afterwards t h r e shed with a flail and f anned with 
a blanket. 

After so me y e a rs a warehouse wa s built at Port Ta lbot, wh ere wheat was bought 
and shipped. The people wo uld take fift e en or sixteen bushel s on a cru de cart dr awn by 
oxen, a nd make t h eir way throug h the woods to Port Talbot. As there was no dock, the 
vess e l would co me a s near to t he land as possible, and t hen the wheat was s ent out to 
it on f l at boats. The pr i c e paid wa s three or four shilling s a bushel . 

Once a year Co l onel Ta l bot sent h is men in a ganoe to Lo n g Point (wh er e t here 
wa s a mill) and got wheat g ro und . Th e settlers got a small quant ity of flour fro m him 
and g roun d the rest by hand. 

The wants of the p eo ple were e as ily supplied, because they made their own furn 
iture a n d clothing . Their summer clothing wa s made f rom flax and their wi n ter clothing 
fro m wool. 

It is uncertain when sheep wer e fir s t brought here, but they were h ere in 1 812-
1 3 , or there would have been no need of a shepherd to tend the s he e p . They h ad to b e 
well guarde d to keep the wolves from the s h eep. Mr s . Colonel Patterson rescue d a l amb 
fro m a wolf. The ashes of corn cobs were us ed instead of salera tus. A hickory bark 
t o rch served a s a l antern until t h e perfo r ated tin lantern, with a tallow c a ndle, too k 
its place. This has g iven p l ac e to the oil lant ern and l amp of th e present day. A 
home scene on wi nte r evenings, was a bri gh t hard - wood fire in a l a r ge fireplace, t h e 
goodman Df the house shelling corn on a machine made by driving a knife-blade into t h e 
end of a board, and sitting on the bo a rd to ho l d it down, as he s h ells t h e corn o ff in 
to a wa s h tub. Other evenin g s he prepares for sugar-making by sha rpening wooden spil e s 
with a jack-knife. The people in general were i ndus trious, contented and happy. The 
gospel was preached in private houses and p eople walked miles to attend, and it was not 
an uncommon thing to see a man present with neither shoes nor coat on. 

Before this section wa s set apart the settlers sent their children to school at 
Wa tson's Corners or to a school in what is now section No . 5. This school section was 
set apart in 18 62 . George Macbeth gave land for a site and a school house 22x24 feet 
was built t h e same year. The first trustees were Samuel Williams, John Tracy, sr., and 
Joseph We lsh . The first teacher was Charles Clay. The salary was $ 216, which gradually 
i n cre a sed to $300 . Until 1868 , the teacher's sal a ry was partly raised by rate bill, but 
since t hen the school has been free. 

The following a re the teachers in order as they taughta Cyrus Stafford, George 
Watson, Duncan McAlpine, Sarah Philpott, J.M. Glenn, who is now a lawyer in st.Thomas; 
Maggie Black, Christena Patterson, Peter McAlpine, Cetherine Campbell, Mary O'Brien, 
lliaa Hunter, Lavina Kennedy, John McLellan, John sutherland and Mis s Florence Ross, 
Catherine McPherson, Mary Grout, Carrie Collard, Allison sutherland and Miss Stafford. 
The trustees are Hannibal Burwell, Thomas Clear, John Lyons, Nathan Clark, William 
Church, James Sloan, John Tracy, jr., and Thomas Pea rce. 
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School S,action No. 14, Dunwioh, is a somewhat irregular tract of land, bounded 
on the northeast b~ the town line between Southwold and Dunwich, on the northwest by the 
9th conoeseion, on the eouthwest b~ a line drawn from the•stern corner of lot 19, in the 
9th concession, to a point Gne-fourth of a mile west of Talbot Creek. Its history dates 
from the time when in 1803 Colonel Talbot cut the first tree, at what is known as Port 
Talbot now. In the following year, 1804, he settled ther,, and immediately began the 
work of clearing ott the woods and cultivating the soil. 

Being a broken section of land, it was sometime before anyone (besides the Col
onel and his attendant, Jeffrey Hunter) settled on it. However, about 1810, Colonel 
Mahlon Burwell came from Niagara, and cleared seven acres of land on the northeast bank 
of Talbot Creek, on the farm now owned by Talbot Macbeth, of London, and occupied b~ Mr. 
Rufus Campbell, and here was built the second house in the settlement. Here, also, he 
kept a Post office, affording great convenience to the peo ple in adjacent settlements. 

Following him came Robert Guernsey, who settled on lot c, in the lOth Concession, 
and, except for those who worked for Colonel Talbot, no others came for a long while, 
although t h e conditions offered by Colonel Talbot were very favourable, giving each settler 
fifty acres free and another 150 acres at i 3 per acre, if he would clear ten acres and 
build a house of prescribed dimensions. About this time Colonel Burwell began surveying 
the southern part of the western peninsula, and Colonel Talbot, to satisfy the growing 
needs of the whole settlement, erected a small sawmill and grist mill on the banks of 
Talbot Creek, thus giving the few settlers a chance to better their buildings, and get 
t h eir grain g rown without having to travel three or four days through the dense woods. 

The settlement progressed favourably under the able management of Colonel Talbot, 
until in 1812 the war broke out between Br itain and the Uni ted States, wh en the Americans 
made two attacks on Port Talbot, on the first occasion taking Colonel Burwell pri soner, 
and t h e second time they came up through St.Thomas, and marched to Robert Guernsey's, 
where t hey camped for a night, using all his g rain and straw to feed th eir horses, thus 
le aving him dest itute for the winter. Next mo rning they marched up to Colonel Burwell's 
house, and burn ed i t down, next t h e mills shared the same fate. They had turned towards 
Colonel Talbot's house, but a s h e noticed t h em coming, he hastily hid what valuables he 
had, a n d r an down into the woods. One of the e n emy perceiving him, r a ised his gun to 
shoot, and but for the presence of mind of Colonel Patterson, a friend of Co lonel Talbot's, 
who said it wa s only a shepherd, he would undoubtedly have lost his life. Another of 
those near, a Colonel Wilson, was sought, but escaped by hiding in an oven. The house 
wa s serch ed, but nothing being found in it, they did no t burn it, and after they had 
gone t h e Co lonel regained it in safety. 

The loss of the mills was a severe blow to the settlement, as Colonel Talbot 
had expended a g reat deal of money on them, and as there was no mill nearer t han Long 
Point, many had recours e to the old system of mortar and pestle, rather t han go such a 
di s tance throu gh the forest. Colonel Talbot had a canoe, and sent once a ye a r to Long 
Point for provisions, but these had to be doled out very sparingly, and consequently were 
very dear. Some idea of the relative value of things may se gathered fro m the fact 
that a pound of tea cost six Halifax shillings, while a yard of cotton cost about four. 
It also related that one of the early settlers wrought a whole year for a pair of boots, 
and for his wages next year received fift~ acres of land. Indeed money was scarce, 
and selfom used, food or clothing being the general equivalant for it. When dealing with 
one another, or in case of service rendered to Colonel Talbot or the government, land 
was mostly given as renumeration. 

Oolonel Burwell, for his services surveying the country, received 400 acres of 
land in the township of Southwold, and 200 in Dunwich. In the year 1814 he removed from 
Port Talbot to Southwold, and there kept a post office and registry office, on the site 
of which is now built the house of the late Mr. Chester Henderson. Here he lived quietly 
for a few years, and as considerable intercourse was exchanged between him and Oolonel 
Talbot, the old foot path was no longe r sufficient for use, and in 1816 a four rods road 
was made between the houses. This road was the same as the present Talbot road, with 
the exceptio n of the crossing of t he creek r a v i ne, which wa s c h anged a few years a go . 

The settlers began to co me in rapidly now, and the land began to be worth 
more than before, whereas, while at first they got land for nothing, now it was leased to 
them for a term of years. William Ross and a Mr. Huntly were the first ones to buy 
land, and the rest lease d t h eirs . Thoma s Lumley too k the farm that Robert Guernsey had, 
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and Mi c hael Hatton, in 1 8 46, took t h e one adjacent to it. Fol lowing t hem came John 
Tr a oy , who settled on Lot A , i n the l Oth Concession, and Wil lia~ Bre en t ook u p land 
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on Lot 1 3 in t he l Ot h conces s io n . Then Ro bert Wel ch sett led on lot 23, and his brother 
Joseph o n lot 24; also William Allen took u p pa rt of lot 24. The Lumleys then le f t and 
g ave place t o a man named Winn, and he i n turn gave p l ace t o Samuel Williams. Most of 
t hes e settlers came from Ire l and , with t h e exception of Ros s an d Huntly, who had lived 
i n Southwo ld, as wel l as Samuel Willi ams . Abo u t t his time Co l onel Ta lbot, wishing some 
one to i nherit his lands, sen t fo r his nephew Colonel Air ey to come over and li ve with 
hi m. Considerable diffi culty was encountered in g etting hi m o u t of the a r my, but at 
last he o b ta i ned h is disch a rge, and came t o li ve a t Port Tal bo t, which place, with 
most of the surro unding l and, except a f a r m g i ven to Jeffrey Hunter' s widow, and a l itt le 
more r es e r ved for himself, Co lon e l Talbot settled on him. Th e two, however , could no t 
agr ee, a nd at last Co l onel Tal bo t left and wen t t o live a t Hunter' s . Here h e lived for 
so me ti me a nd Co lone l Airey r emained on the f ar m. 

In the meanwh i le Co l o nel Bur well had been pr ospering , a nd h a d b e en el e cted 
me mb er of Parliament for El g in and Mi ddlese x (then al l Mi d dl ese x) and had a l so onc e 
r e p res ented London in that cap a c i ty. Hav i ng therefore f ound means h e s t a r ted a bri ck 
y a rd on his farm i n Dunwich, and here we re made al l the b ric k s for the chi mney s a r ound 
in the nei ghborho od . He a l so ma de enough b r ick t o build a house on this far m, and engage d 
ITilliam Singer, Fi ngal, t o do the work , which h e co mpleted, and the Colone l o n ce more 
r e move d to Du nwich , wher e he lived till h i s deat h in 1 84 6 . Shortl y a fter this t h ere c am e 
ne w s e ttler s . J ohn Cl a r k settled on the farm now occupied by his g rand s o n , , J ohn n. c l a r k, 
o n Lot A, in t h e l lth Conc e ssio n , whi l e furt h er west on th e l Ot h Con c e ssio n came Kellog 
Gay l o r , Hi g g ins, Lewis Burwell and ot h e r s . Mo s t of t hes e devote d t heir a t t entio n to 
lumb ering and f a rmin g , excep t Ga ylor , wh o made soa p f or t h e co mmunity . 

As t h e re wa s a l a rge trac t o f l a n d un s et tled, co mprisi n g and sur r o u n d ing what 
is k no wn a s t h e Beaver mea dow, Co lonel Tal bot l eased thi s to parti e s in So uthwold fo r 
the purpose of mak ing maple molasse s and sug a r . These men c ame an d camped in the woods 
f o r two mo nths i n the s pring , an d made l a r g e qu a nti t ies of su gar . I n d eed t h e who le 
section wa s no t ed for t h e l a r g e thrifty su gar bu shes. 

After this mo v ement Colonel Talbot wen t over on a v i sit to En g l and, taking wi th 
hi m a young man na med Macbeth, who m he had adopted . on his re turn Macbet h was drowne~ a t 
Buff al o, a nd the Colonel t ook in his pl a ce his b r ot h er Georg e Macbeth, who inherit e d the 
Colo nel's pr operty , wh en he died at London in 1 8 53 . Co l onel Airey mea nwhile had beco me 
tired of Port Ta l bo t, and ha d a sal e wh i ch l a s t e d over two day s, the n left for En gl and t 
le a ving his property i n t h e hand s of a London lawy er, wit h i nstructio n s not t o sell to 
Geo r ge Ma cbeth. However i t wa s s o ld afte rwar d s to a ma n named Sau n ders, who eventually 
s o l d i t to llacb eth. Pa rt of it wa s first sold to Dr . Gusti n , of st .Tho mas, who i n turn 
dis posed of it to Geo r g e Wa ite, and he , a f ter carry ing on a small fishin g in du s t r y, s o l d 
i t to Tal bot Macbe t h for the purpos e o f having access to the ha r bor, where he wis h ed t o 
buil d a dock , to ship wool . 

The count r y being so well sett l ed , it wa s necessary that t he r e shoul d be a 
school. Th e c h il dren had previou s l y attended the so uth wo ld s chools or anothe r called 
the Ho l l ow Road School , situated between Iona achool section a nd No. 1 4, and att end ed 
by both , but this being removed , a meeting of t he s ec tion was calle d , t he result of 
which was t hat a frame schoo l-hous e was er e cted at a cost of $ 224. Three trustees were 
appointed vi z: Jos eph Welch, Samuel Williams and Jo hn Tracey. Samuel Williams was made 
secretary-treasurer, which position he h eld until he remove d to st .Th o mas . The trustee s 
have changed every year, the present ones being Thomas Pearce, Jame s Slo a n and John Tracy, 
a so n of the fo rmer trust e e. Be ing s ome what po o r t h ey thou g h t they could not afford to 
engag e a teacher for a whole year a nd they acco rdingl y hiredCha rl e s Olay for six months 
at a salary of $ 20 a mo nth . Cyrus Stafford then taught for thr e e mo nths , and t ha t was 
a ll the first year. The opening o f the next year Georg e Wa t son t aught for t h ree months, 
and Du ncan MacAlpine was e ngaged for t h e remain in g n ine mont h s and t h e followin g year. 
The follo win g is the orde r o f teach e rs ti l l t h e present date: Peter McAl p i n e 1 8 65-1 8 66; 
Miss Philpot 1 8 66 -1 867; Miss Pate r son o n e hal f year and J. M. Glenn, one and one - half 
years ; Miss Bl a ck 1 869 -18 71; Miss Campbell 1871-1873; Mis s O' Brien 1 87 3-18 75 ; Miss 
Hunter thr ee months, and Miss Kennedy two years and n in e months; J . Mac Lennan 187 8 -1 88 0 ; 
J. Suthe rland 1 880-18 81; w. Sut h erland 18 81-1 883 ; iss Ross 1 883-1 884 ; Mis s Macphe rso n 
o n e half year and Mis s Grou t one hal f ye a r; Mis s Co ll a r d 1 885-1 88 8 ; Mis s Sutherl and 
1 88 8-1 8 89 , and t he present teacher Mi s s St a f fo r d has taught the l a s t si x years. At 
Co l onel Bu r well's deat h , t h e pos t off i ce wa s ke p t by Mr s. Burwell'fo r a time , and was 
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t hen r emoved to Jo hm Olark' s , and then tr an s f erred t o Po rt Tal bot . J o h n Cl ark , who had 
been coun cil lor for War d 4 for a few years died , and h i s son Nath an in 18 70 e r ected a 
c heese factor y , whic h he operated f o r four years and then so l d t he machine r y t o William 
Bob ier of Wal l acetown. The onl y g ri st mil l a nd sawmill i n t h e vicinity was kept on t h e 
Hol l ow r o ad or the 9th Conces sion , by Jon ah Cl a r k and Co gan Luml ey , and on its re mov a l to 
Io n a , Jonah Clark st a rt ed a brick and til e ya r d on t h e farm now occu p ied by Geo r ge Nott , 
i n t he 11t h concession . Thi s he wr ought f or t wo years, and t h e n Nathan Cl a rk boug h t t he 
Place and made b ri ck for on e ye a r . He afterwa r d s so l d t h e f a r m to Talbot McBe t h . 

In 1 881, Talbot Mc Beth built a doc k at Po r t Tal bot , and t h e f ollowing y ear 
erect ed a s aw mill a t t he mouth of the cr eek, and he-r e he s h i pped woo d and lumbe r fo r a 
few years , bu t l ately the mi ll and dock have fa llen into d isuse. Lat e r aga in , in 1 889 , 
a Jo hn .Mac pherson , of Southwol d , bui l t a dock i n Dunwi ch , and for se ver a l yea r s sh ipped 
wood a nd bo lts t o Det r oit and Buffalo , but the l and be i ng so l d , he d i sposed of t he pie r 
to William McLa ndr ess, Io na . At pr esent men are at work opening up the r est of the 
t ownline t o the l ake , so that t h e bounda r y of the sect ion will be complete . The princ 
i pal occupation of the people of this section i s that o f far ming . Sev e r a l times travel
l ing s aw- mills h a ve gi ven e mploymen t to so me, and others have taken to v a rio us small 
jobs , a s bu r ning l ime or mak i ng charcoal, e t c . 

Of t he chu r ches, there i s bu t one, an Epi s c opal Church, bui lt in 1 8 71 , out of a 
fund of mo n ey l eft by Col one l Bu rwell, and on a p lot of 1 0 a cres donated by him fo r th a t 
pur pose. For so me ti me there was no regul ar p re a c he r, till t h e Rev . Andr ew Mi ller was 
plac ed, and r emained till 1 8 7 9, when he was succeeded by the Re v. Jame s Chance , who , in 
1 894 was incapacitated throu g h illness, and g ave pl a ce to t he Rev. Mr. FE eeman, t h e 
p r e s en t pa a to r • 

Of t he cemeteries t here is but one, whic h c onta in s t h e r emains of Co l. Burwell 
and his wife, who died in 1 870 . This is part of the g lebe of the c hurch, a n d contai n s 
about a n ac r e of g r ound . In o t he r pl aces are a few g rave s to gethe r , wher e so me of the 
earl y settle rs have been buried, bu t t hes e a r e few, a g reat many having been buri ed in 
othe r cemeteries . It may be s aid of the pro minent men of th i s se ction , t hat Leonidas 
Burwell, so n of the Co lo nel, re moved to East Elgin, where he was elected M.P.P., while 
the other s of h i s brothers who live a re in good circumsta nce s . Geor g e watson, a teacher 
went to the State s and became pro minent as a professor and astronome r there, wh il e James 
M. Glenn, anothe r teacher, is now a prominent lawyer in St.Thomas. Most of the old 
settl e rs a re gone , with the exception of Mrs. Tracy, who still live s with her son, Jo hn 
Tr a c y , on lot A. J ohn Breen, a son of Wi l liam Breen, still lives on t he farm which h is 
f ather s e ttl ed . Samuel Willi a ms, who d ied in St.Tho mas so me time a go, sold his place to 
Thomas Pearc e , h is son-i n -law; he still o ccu pi es the old farm. Of the th r e e brot h ers, 
James , Wi lliam and Tho ma s Sloan, the latter two are dead, while the fo r me r still lives 
on the p l a ce where h e first settl e d. Ot h ers came, and too k the pl aoes of so me o f the 
old settlers who moved out, and a g re a t many of the pre sent po pul a tion are of recent 
immi gratio n . Ro ad s h a v e been mad e , bridg es built, woo d s cleared off, land culti v a ted, 
handsom~ residence s erecte d a nd on t he who l e Schoo l Section No . 14. i s a n instance of 
what industry and p ers eve r ance can do, t o wards the making o f a country. 
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Geo r g e Kni gh t • • . • . . . . . 
Andrew Liddell •••••• 
John Li ddell. • 
Dr . Char l e s c. Lumley •. 

. . . . . . 
Dr. c. c. Lumley ' s Paint i ngs .. ••• 

. • • . • • 1 52 
. • • • • . • 1 54 

• • • • • • 1 57 
• • • • 1 59 

160 
• • 1 61 

. • • 16 2 
. 1 63 
• 16 5 

1 66 
. 167 

. • 168 
• 169 

• • • 1 6 2 
. • • . • • 1 56 

1 70 
. • • 171 

. 17 3 
• • • • • 1 7 4 

• • • • . 1 7 6 
Dougal d J . Lumley . • • . • . 181 

. • • 1 8 2 

. • • 18 3 
. • 184 

186 
1 91 

George w. Luml ey. • • . . .• . 
J am e s L u ml e y ' s Mar r i a g e C e r t i f i c at e . . . • • . 
J • 0 • L u ml e y . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Chri stina McAl pine .•. 
Donald McCallum • .• . • •• 
Mrs . Dugald McCallum .. 
Will i am McLandre s s . 
Mi ll i gans of Io na • 

. . . . • . 188 
19 3 

. 19 5 
The Mi l ls . . .. . . • • • • • • 1 9 9 
Mr s . Mary Mu nro . • • • • • 
Mrs . Geor g e Newton •• •. • •. 
The Phil pots .• .• •.•. •. ••. 
Th e Po l lards. . • •..... 
George Pyatt . • . . . . . • . . .• 
Ann ie Si lcox . . • • • • . . . . • •. 
Edga r Si l cox . • . . . . . . .. 
Mrs . Edna Lu mley Sil co x ... 
Henry Silcox . . • . . . . .....• . 
Henry Sanford Silcox. . • • • . . • . . ••. 
Jose ph Silco x , ( Reverend ) a nd Decendants ..•• 
Ma b 1 e S i 1 cox. • . • . . • . . • . 
Olive r Ki ng Si l co x . 
We s l ey Smit h . 
Th e Twins •.. 
Georg e fa ite. 

SCHOOL SECTIO N HI STORY 

Sc ho ol Sec t ion Numbe r 5 . 

Cl ass Pi ctures . 1 894. 
Cl a ss Pictures, 1 904 .. 

. . 

. . . 

• 202 
194 
204 

. 20 5 
. • 208 
. . 21 0 

211 
. 212 

. • 21 3 

. • 216 
• 218 

220 
221 

• 222 
. 22 5 
. 226 

. 117 

. 11 8 
1 1 9 

. 1 20 
Cl a s s Pictur e s , 1905 ..•.. 
Cl as s Picture, 19 38 ... 
Cl as s Picture , 1 965 • . . . . . . . 1 21 
School Section Number 5 , Dunwic h • .. • • • • . • 113 
Teachers . . • • • . • . 116 

279 



rWEEDSAU I R HI STORY 

I NDEX 

VILLAGE HI STORY 

Bus i ne s s i n Early Day s . . . . 
Hot el s . . . • . • . • . . . . 
Po s t 0 f f i c e • • . • . • . • • 
P . P . I . Far m and I nst itut i o n. 
Tel ephon e . .... .•. . .. 

. . . . . . . . 

. . . . . . 

• • 8 4 
. 85 
. 8 6 
• 8 7 
. 88 
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..... 
ATTEND SCHOOL REUNION - All set to cut the special cake 
are, from the left, Dorothy (Hyde) Derrough, Donald Graham and 
Ross Carswell, organizers of this event. A good tumout was on 

hand for the very successful S.S. #5 Dunwich School Reunion 
held at lona Community Hall on Saturday. 
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